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08/31/2018 Special Projects

Updating Overweight Fees and Axle Limit Violation Fines

The current oversize & overweight permit fee structure was developed, based on the pavement 
designs, axle load limits, and administrative costs, over 25 years ago. According to NCHRP Synthesis 
479: Practices for Permitting Superheavy Load Movements on Highway Pavements, Arkansas is one of 
only two states with a distance only fee structure. Loads weighing over 80,000 pounds are required to 
pay overweight fees to haul any weight in excess of the legal axle limits; tandem axle group: 34,000 
pounds, tri-axle group: 50,000 pounds. Arkansas law does not allow loads to exceed the legal axle or 
axle group limits, however, there is no penalty for violations for trucks weighing less than 80,000 
pounds. 
There is a need to update the fee structure to ensure permit revenues reflect the costs of damage 
repairs attributable to OS\OW loads along with administrative costs for analyzing and issuing permits 
and penalties for axle weight violations along with determining appropriate penalties to provide revenue 
for damage repairs and a deterrent to violations of legal axle limits.

Determine appropriate permit and overweight fee structure. 
Determine appropriate penalties for axle limit violations.

1. A final report outlining pavement and bridge damage attributable to OS\OW loads & excessive axle 
weights, and repair costs, along with the administrative cost for analyzing and issuing permits. 
2. A permit fee structure to reflect permitting and repair costs. 
3. Penalties for over axle loads to deter violations. 
ROI: Increased revenue for the Department. 
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