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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

SPECIAL PROVISION 
 

JOB NO. XXXXXX 
 

PRICE ADJUSTMENT FOR FUEL 
 

 
     A price adjustment clause is included in this Contract to provide additional compensation 

to the Contractor or a credit to the Department for fluctuations in diesel fuel prices.  This price 
adjustment is dependent upon a change in the average price of fuel which results in an increase 

or decrease in the price of products utilized on this project.  For the purposes of this specification, 
it is assumed that all fuel used is diesel fuel and that the fuel use factors shown in the table below 

cover all fuel used in delivery to the plant, production, hauling to the job site, placement, and 

finishing of the items of work shown. 
 

     Payment.  Payment will be made to the Contractor for monthly fluctuation in the price of diesel 
fuel used in performing the applicable items as listed in the table below when the diesel fuel price 

fluctuates from the base price defined below.  Payments may be positive, negative, or nonexistent 

depending on the circumstances.  Payments or deductions for the fuel price adjustment will be 
included in the Contractor’s current estimates, and the payment or deduction authorized for each 

estimate will be based upon the quantities for applicable items of work.   Subcontracts should 
include the payment or deduction of fuel price adjustments on pay items listed in the table below 

when those items are included in a subcontract. 
 

     The Fuel Price Adjustment will be a dollar amount paid as compensation to the 
Contractor, or as a credit to the Department as reflected on the Current (or Final) Estimate Summary 

Report as Payment Adjustments. 
 

     Fuel Price Adjustment (FPA).  The Fuel Price Adjustment (FPA) for the current estimate will 
be computed according to the following formula: 

 
FPA = Q x F x D 

Where 
 

FPA = Fuel price adjustment, in dollars; 
Q = Quantities paid for the applicable items on the current estimate, 
F = The Fuel Use Factor for the applicable items of work subject to this 

price adjustment, as listed in the table below, 
D = Allowable price differential, in dollars. 
 

 
The above formula will be applied to each individual payment of the applicable item.  When the 
Current (or Final) estimate is generated, the sum of these individual adjustments will be included 
as a Payment Adjustment. 
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Fuel Use Factors 

Item of Work Specification Numbers Fuel Use Factor 
Per Unit 

Earthwork: 
(Unclassified Excavation, Compacted 
Embankment, Selected Material) 

210,302 0.34 gal./C.Y. 

Soil Stabilization Special Provision 2.28 gal./ton 

Shaping: 
(Shaping Roadway Section, Subgrade 
Preparation, Trenching and Shoulder 
Preparation, Scarifying and 
Recompacting Shoulders) 

213,214,215,216 2.52 gal./Station 
 
 

Base Course and Stone: 
(Stone Backfill, Aggregate Base Course, 
Soil Aggregate in Cement Treated Base 
Course, Aggregate in Cement Stabilized 
Crushed Stone Base Course, Mineral 
Aggregate in Asphalt Surface Treatment  

207,303,307,308,309,310,402 0.54 gal./ton 

ACHM Paving: 
(ACHM Base Course, ACHM Binder 
Course, ACHM Surface Course, Open 
Graded Asphalt Base Course)  

405,406,407,417 2.36 gal./ton 

Ultra Thin Bonded Wearing Course (All 
Types) 

Special Provision 0.08 gal./S.Y. 

Milling: 
(Cold Milling Asphalt Pavement, Grinding 
Portland Cement Concrete Pavement) 

412, 510 0.18 gal./S.Y. 

PCC Paving: 
(Portland Cement Concrete Base, Open 
Graded Portland Cement Concrete Base, 
Portland Cement Concrete Pavement, 
High Early Strength Concrete Pavement, 
Continuously Reinforced Concrete 
Pavement, Portland Cement Concrete 
Driveway) 

309, 310,501,503,505 0.44 gal./S.Y. 

Structural Concrete 
(Approach Slabs, Approach Gutters, 
Class B Concrete-Bridge, Class S 
Concrete-Bridge, Class S(AE) Concrete-
Bridge, Seal Concrete-Bridge, Class A 
Concrete-Roadway, Class S Concrete-
Roadway 

504, 802 1.75 gal./C.Y. 

Flatwork: (Concrete Ditch Paving, 
Concrete Islands, Concrete Walks, 
Wheelchair Ramps) 

605,632,633,641 0.30 gal./S.Y. 
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     When the units of measure in this contract for the items of work listed in the table do not 

correspond with the units shown in the table (i.e. Asphalt Concrete paid by the square yard, etc.), 
those items will not be subject to the terms of this special provision or any fuel price adjustment. 

 

     The allowable price differential, “D”, for the current estimate will be computed according to 
the following formula: 

   D = P - P(b) 

 

P, the current fuel price in dollars per gallon, is the Monthly Fuel Price Index for 
the month in which the payment entry is entered. 

 
P(b), the fuel base price in dollars per gallon, is the Monthly Fuel Price Index for 

the month in which the bids for the work were received. 

 
     Fuel Price Index Determination.   The Monthly Fuel Price Index will be determined by using 

the On-Highway retail price for No. 2 Diesel Fuel – ULS (Ultra Low Sulfur), as listed for the US 

Gulf Coast region on the U.S. Energy Information Administration’s website.  The value used will 
be that for either the closest Monday prior to the first calendar day of the index month or the first 

calendar day of the index month, if that is a Monday.   
https://www.eia.gov/opendata/qb.php?sdid=PET.EMD_EPD2DXL0_PTE_R30_DPG.W 

 

     Supplemental Items Subject to Adjustment.  Items included in the contract that are listed 
in the table above are subject to adjustment in accordance with this provision, regardless of any 

amount of overrun to the plan quantity.  Any new items of work added to the Contract by 
supplemental agreement that are listed in the table above will be subject to the fuel price 
adjustments in accordance with this provision.  The base fuel price, P(b), for any newly added 

eligible items will be the same P(b) as the eligible items in the Contract, and the new unit price 

established by supplemental agreement will be determined accordingly. 
 

     Viewing Fuel Price Index.  Historical fuel price index values will be available in the “Asphalt 
Binder Index Report” document located on the ARDOT website at 

https://ardot.gov/divisions/construction/construction-information/ under Fuel Price Information. 

https://www.eia.gov/opendata/qb.php?sdid=PET.EMD_EPD2DXL0_PTE_R30_DPG.W
https://ardot.gov/divisions/construction/construction-information/

